The article seeks to uncover and bring to attention an important issue and nationalist struggle at the heart of the European Union. While casualties and bombings caused by the Corsican nationalist movement constantly occupy the headline of various French and European newspapers, it has received little attention in academics spheres. Yet, such movement provides an interesting test case for the analysis of nationalist discourse and the accommodation of minorities within European integration and the Europe of Regions. This article will start by drawing a short profile of the island before exploring the different stages of development of the Corsican nationalist movement. We will then analysing the elements that compose the Corsican identity before concentrating on the discourse of one of the most notorious Corsican nationalist movement. We will conclude by questioning the legitimacy and future of such movements within the European integration.
Evolution
In this section, the author wishes to draw attention to the different stages of evolution of the Corsican nationalist movement. The writings of Montserrat Guibernau will be used to illustrate and test the Corsican case. This section will first discuss each stage of development before revealing its inapplicability to Montserrat Guibernau's description of the evolution of legitimate nationalist movements.
population's dissatisfaction with the socio-economic situation of their island and the retreat of France from its former colonies of Indochina (1945) and Algeria (1962) . Both events triggered a deep re-evaluation of the island's role and its relationship with the French state. Corsica had poor infrastructures, roads that were limited to coastal towns and a weak economy that led its inhabitants to leave the island. Still today, a large proportion of Corsicans live in cities along the Mediterranean sea, where Marseille and Toulon are known for their important Corsican population. 6 It is important to stress that the initial momentum, gatherings and grievances had no clear-cut political objectives 7 . More than anything, they were socio-economic demands sprinkled with a need for regional particularism 8 . As a result to such demands, the Regional Action Plan In less than twenty years, the movement evolved from purely socio-economic demands expressed by the population to sporadic violence and demands of cultural recognition by well organized armed groups. This period provided the foundation of the movement and saw its departure from the popular support it gained initially. Unlike Montserrat Guibernau's first stage, the presence and work of intellectuals is clearly absent from the initial stage of the Corsican autonomist movement. It was indeed created by the population which was dissatisfied with socio-economic circumstances. 'Discontent has helped to nationalize' 11 the island's issues and politics. The core of the initial movement stemmed mainly from economic and social discontentment. Nationalist claims were added by the skilful few (elite) as an attempt to further legitimize Corsican demands and secure larger momentum.
(1980-1998) Radicalization
For decades, the French government responded with a mix of repression and concession that convinced various clandestine groups of the incapacity and unwillingness of the government to grant their demands and acknowledge the Corsican nation. It is only in 1982, with the launch of decentralization of the French administration that the island obtained a 'statut particulier' which gave it a regional assembly (composed of Corsican elected representatives) and various regional committees that were given the task of dealing with cultural, environmental and economic particularities 12 . This period saw the division of the nationalist autonomist movements and the reformulation of their grievances. While many joined these institutions and saw them as 11 Gourevitch.P, This second phase saw the radicalization of the movement in its demands and techniques.
It is also a clear step away from the original popular upsurge into highly organized, intellectually supported, relatively isolated and politically motivated groups. While Montserrat Guibernau characterizes the second stage of a nationalist movement as gaining support from the population, the Corsican instance proves to be going into the opposite direction, turning into a movement driven by elites away from popular support, and at the same time, reducing further prospects of accommodation by the French government.
(1999-Present) Road to Peace?
The Declaration of Fiumorbu (1999), an agreement between 15 nationalist groups on a common program to renounce the use of violence, opened up a new era of discussion and hope 13 The FLNC itself provides a list of all bombings and actions since its creation. 
A Constructed Identity
Although b) The narrative of a nation is perhaps the most encompassing and interesting aspect in the construction of a national identity. It is also intimately linked to the construction of a common history as discussed earlier. Uri Ram reduces the definition of nationalism to a "narrative" 32 that gives meaning to the world in an attempt to justify its own existence. It is a teleological exercise of ongoing appropriation that seeks "the symbolic construction of communities." 33 Elements of history and society are collected and re-used to fit the Corsican nationalist discourse and purpose. Hall suggests that it is the primary means through which a national identity is communicated and passed on from generation to generation. It is aimed at creating a bond, a self-generating feeling of belonging and nation-ness. In this case, the Corsican nationalists claim a distinct history from that of France. Corsica, is described as a victim that has suffered a long history of occupation and invasion. According to Corsican nationalist, the island has fought for its freedom but has been assimilated into the French nation against its will.
c) The Corsican people is presented as a strong and resilient people. 
a) Moral appeal
The website of the most notorious Corsican armed groups (FLNC) is particularly interesting in that it appeals to the individual who belongs to the 'Corsican Nation'. It puts forward all the attributes of the so called nation in the layout of the website: Corsican Flag and texts written in the local language. The following image is one that can be found on this webpage and which clearly appeals to moral principles.
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The poster puts emphasis on the suffering of the Corsican peoples and nation which is tied to the 'foreign nation' against its will. The image reminds us of the black slaves, prisoners of chains and exploited during colonisation. In this case, the individual is a Corsican citizen whose eyes, 
Lack of Legitimacy
Before concluding with this study, a couple of concerns needs to be addressed. These are the result of a personal analysis of the subject and therefore ought to be considered as such. The first concern deals with the nature of the Corsican nationalist movement, or in other words, questions its 'nationalist' character. The second concern will bring us to discuss the future of the movement within the European integration project.
Hidden Agenda?
We have seen throughout this study, that there is a clear organized nationalist discourse put forward by these groups. We do not wish to invalidate or even deny the existence of a distinct nationalist movements, this article investigated the three elements identified in the literature as crucial in the construction or solidification of a national identity. This article has also allowed us to gain an in-depth understanding of the Corsican nationalist discourse as emitted by the FLNC.
In a final section the article has re-contextualized the Corsican nationalist movements within an ever growing and accommodating European Union. This has finally led us to discuss the nature of the Corsican nationalist movement and particularly two aspects: first, its questionable legitimacy in the light of its reduced population support and alienation; Secondly, its future at the heart of the European integration. This article has attempted to shed light on a movement that is generally ignored and reveal its lack of connection to the Corsican situation. Only the further development of European integration will either legitimize or discard the concerns raised in the final stage of this research.
